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» AFragile Tomorrow | was recently contacted by Steven Fox, a charming young Australian fellow who has made an

(1 album featuring an awful lot of American power pop musicians. He called this preject sooner)

* ABBA(10) conglomeration ragtag bunch of pa'ardoawalls band Secret Friend, and the album is Time

« ABC(1) Machine.

+ Abingdon Boys FOLLOWERS
School (1) I've listened to the album a few times now (is seven a few?), and enjoyed it every time.
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Instead of pestering each song individually, Il offer a shor-ish review of the album that will E*E[t,ﬁ‘nﬁ;”g'e HE

consist of positives and negatives.
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« Adam Schmitt (1)
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o Adrian Legg (1) In the positive camp: .
* .Eﬁf}rian Mihsichead 1. Time Machine will appeal to people who grew up with the music of the 1970s. E
(I grew up listening to the music of the 70s, and that's probably why | found the album so ™ ]
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s Aj Ofsuka (2)
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. It's an album that sounds like an album —that is, it's a unified 50 minutes of music. (| love
albums that reside in their own soundworld. For me, albums like Kate Bush's Lionhesart,
Field Music's Tones Of Town, or Charlotte Hatherley's Grey Will Fade, to give three wildly
disparate examples, all have their own "mood” that last for the length of time you're
listening to them.)
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viewed "Peter's Power Pop:

1. If | had one criticism, it'd be this: Time Machine sounds to me like an album full of verses.
Alan Moorhouse There isn't any song on it | can think of that has the kind of chorus that leaps out of the

* A W 1 . w S fthe d - Cand
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It's usually at this part of a blog post that | comment on each song individually, but | won't do that

here.
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One reason is that | hear the album as one entity, not a bunch of songs (even though it is
technically a bunch of songs — but you know what | mean). | wouldn't want to single out any
particular song(s) for some reason (usually trivial). Another is that this post is already long
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Oops. It's occurred to me that | hadnt talked about Steven and how, as an Australian, he came

to be in America recording an album with a bunch of Americans.

Any Major Dude
With Half A Heart

In Memoriam: January

« April Wine (1) 2013
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talking wia his (slightly edited by me) press release?
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. 'ES.EE&;;EM“EFEM Australian artist Secret Friend release their Los Angeles recorded debut 1 hour ago
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B - Stonefish's Music
* Association (4) Sydney, Australia (9 January 2013) — Sydney-based Secret Friend today has Blog
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« Austinand Ally (1)

launched their debut album Time Machine, available now on CD, iTunes, Amazon
and other major online semvices.

Recorded last year in Los Angeles California, Time Machine is the unigue pairing
of Australian songwriter, Steven Fox, with acclaimed American producer Linus

Drean Martin - "Mot
Enough Indians”
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- n of Hollywood. The result is 12 exceptionally crafted and original pop songs 1/26-21
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Willie Wisely and Kelly Jones on vocals;

« Bob Remstein (Mello Cads), Ben Romans (The Click Five), and
Roger Joseph Manning Jr. (Jellyfish, Beck) on keyboards;

» Carson Cohen on bass guitar;
» Reade Pryor on drums and percussion; and

* Linus of Hollywood on guitars.

John Hill {producer of Margo Guryan's classic 1968 album Take a Ficiure)
contributed orchestral arrangements on several tracks.
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Songwriter Steven Fox wears his musical influences on his sleeve. "I'm definitely 1 day ago
* gﬁgpdrn:jgg?mer a child of 1970's American AM radio, that's what | grew up listening to. But when
« Badfinger (5) it came tq wntmg. and recl:u.rdmg this album.. | totally rep_acted the idea of copying B
) other artists using specific instrumentation or obvious chord changes or Absolute
g Ea?lters;.}ace () arrangements. It's really tempting, and fun, to evoke a special sound heard on, Powerpop
* Eﬁja Mmba Easd say, "God Only Knows" or "Mr. Blue Sky", but | chose not to go that route ZFE;;SE;MUF'
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because | would find that very limiting as an artist, ultimately. | decided to use
contemporary sounds and production, maybe also combine a couple different
musical styles in one song, and then try to make each song on the album
unigue in its own right as well. Having said that, we recorded all the rhythm

B
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+ Bamboo (1) tracks live, just like it was done back in the day. The groove is just so much 4 days ago
= Banana Splits (1) tighter than laying down each part separately. Even if it's only on a subconscious 0
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didnt do excessive editing or alterations. Sometimes it took me 20 or more
takes to sing just one small vocal part on pitch, but I'd rather do that than
Auto-Tune it. That certainly was a test of patience for Linus, but | think he would
agree the end result was worth it."

Lyrically, Time Machine explores a lot ground — from lost love to wehicular
homicide, from time travel to compulsive masturbation, from first degree murder
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« Barry Green (1) to living on the moon. With such topics it would be hard to consider this as an 3 weeks a0
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. album. One of them is The Elephant in the Room' which is about a happily
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« Barry Ryan (1) . . : : . . i . Everybody
married — meanwhile their friends are raising kids and begin to distance From Vegas
+ Barry St John (1) themselves from that younger lifestyle. That's absolutely what my wife and | have to....Stourbridge...?
+ Basia(1) experienced. Another one is 'Oblivious’, which | wrote for my wife's birthday quite 4 weeks ago
= Bay City Union (1) a few years ago. When | first played it to her, her immediate reaction was, "So
« Be-Bop Deluxe (1) that's what you've been doing?? Why havent you been looking for a job??" She
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was right, of course, but that really stung. So | immediately found a new job and
totally gave up on music. | didnt even pick up a guitar for 5 years. She eventually
started encouraging me to pursue music again, and even gave me the green light
to quit my old job and record this album.
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* Bee Gees (3) Steven Fox is a complete newcomer to the music industry, having spent his Educating Peter
+ Bees (1) entire adult life as an entrepreneur in advertising and information technology. He #33
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music at home after work, and it was always in the back of the mind that one
day | might get around to seriously pursuing my music and recording some of
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Due to a fortunate set of circumstances Steven found himself living in Hollywood
for six months in 2012 and recorded this album. "I got a pretty late start at it, but
| think | bring a level of maturity to my songwriting which | hope others will
appreciate.”
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